MINUTES –June 22, 2009
WOODVILLE VILLAGE COUNCIL – REGULAR MEETING

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of Woodville Village Council held on Monday, June 22, 2009 in Council Chambers at Town Hall at 7:00pm.  Present at Roll Call were Clerk-Treasurer Barb Runion, Council Members – Ty Tracy, Judy Karchner, Joe Riffle, Bob Hathaway, and Monte Porter, Solicitor Bob Kuhlman, Village Administrator Bob Rickard, Deb Wallace of The Press, Karen Schepman, Scott Schroeder of Poggemeyer, Zoning Inspector Bill Rowles, Kelly O’Connor, Samantha Glaspy, Pam Hoesman, Don Johnson, Keith Kruse, Rodney Chestnut, and Denny Fetzer. Chief Whitehead entered at 7:05pm. Tom Linke entered at 7:25pm.Council member Jeff Tate and Mayor Rich Harman were excused.  
Council President Ty Tracy called the meeting to order and led the pledge to the flag.

Minutes of the Regular Meeting and Finance Committee meeting of June 8 were approved as presented.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION- Kelly O’Connor, representing the Rec. Board, reported that Woodmore School Superintendent Jane Garling requested that the students from the migrant school make their trip a learning experience when visiting the pool. Ms. O’Connor suggested that the previous fee of $1.00 per student stay the same and that they will learn swimming skills during a portion of the time they are there. The pool staff will keep track of the number of students participating and the school will be billed at the end of the school season. Porter made a motion to allow the Woodmore Migrant School students learn swimming skills at a fee of $1.00 per person, and that the School be billed at the end of the season, Karchner second. VOTE-Yeas-Porter, Karchner, Hathaway, Riffle, and Tracy. Nays-None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 
Ms .O’Connor reported that Pool Manager Samantha Glaspy has chosen Kaylee Paul to fill the position of Head Guard. O’Connor recommended that Paul be paid $8.00 per hour. Porter made a motion to accept Kaylee Paul as the Head Guard and that she is paid $8.00 per hour, Karchner second. VOTE-Yeas-Porter, Karchner, Hathaway, Riffle, and Tracy. Nays-None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0.
Ms. O’Connor clarified that expenses, other than the day to day expenses to operate the pool, should be approved by the Clerk or the Mayor. Kuhlman responded that yes a Purchase Order was required prior to any purchase.
Ms. O’Connor presented to Council the Tree City USA awards. The Village has been a Tree City for 18 years.

Ty Tracy introduced new employees Keith Kruse, part time utilities and Don Johnson, Water operator to Council. Council welcomed them and thanked them for their service to the Village.
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION CONTINUED- 

Pam Hoesman of the Birchard Public Library presented information about Governor Strickland’s proposed budgetary cuts. The Public Libraries were previously cut 20%, and this would be an additional 30% cut. These cuts would force hours of operation to be reduced or may cause the branches close. Mrs. Hoesman reported that the Libraries are being utilized much more during these economic times. Mrs. Hoesman encouraged Council to contact legislators and the Governor to voice their opposition to reduced library funding.  
Rodney Chestnut questioned why it was necessary to raise the water rates. Rickard replied that an annual utility rate review was presented in May by our consultants, Courtney & Associates. It was recommended by John Courtney that an increase be implemented for the water fund. Due to the condition and rehabilitation of several of our wells, revenue has not remained sufficient to cover the expenses. The rehabilitation of these wells has been very successful, but it is a very costly process. 
Mr. Chestnut asked for a definition of power factor that appears on the monthly utility bill. Rickard responded that the Village’s electric rates include a provision that allows the rates to automatically adjust for increases, or decreases in the Village’s power supply costs. This adjusted rate is then billed to the customer by KWH used under the “Power Factor” portion of the bill. Mr. Chestnut felt that the definition was not a true definition and Rickard agreed that it is actually a Power Supply Cost Adjustment.
Zoning Inspector Bill Rowles reported that the United Methodist Church is requesting permission to put a sign on the south side of the building. Rowles questioned if the Variance fee could be waived as it is a Church. Kuhlman questioned if there is an Ordinance allowing permission in certain situations to waive fees. Rowles responded there is not, discussion concluded that the fee be assessed.

Mr. Rowles reported that he has made contact with the EMA to question what assistance, if any would be available for property owners that are concerned with flooding within the Village. Mr. Rowles suggested that we determine interested residents before forming a project proposal to submit.

Mr. Rowles presented concerns about the property on the corner of Lime Road and North Street owned by Tom Linke. Mr. Linke was present and expressed that the property is zoned commercial and that it is a business. Mr. Rowles agreed that it is zoned commercial, but zoning codes are not being followed. Kuhlman questioned Mr. Linke about his willingness to cooperate on the issue within 30 days. Kuhlman instructed Mr. Rowles to send a certified letter to Mr. Linke to indicate the complaint.
Scott Schroeder of Poggemeyer presented updates on the financial status of funding for the sewer separation project. All phases of the project have been approved for a Zero percent loan, $725,000.00 in grant money, and Senator Latta’s office has agreed to submit the project for additional funding.
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION CONTINUED-  Mr. Schroeder presented information about the New Well Field expansion project that the Village is currently considering.

The Village has been approved to proceed with the application from the EPA to request stimulus funds for the design and construction of New Well Fields. 
Mr. Schroeder provided information about the expansion of the office space at the maintenance building. The proposed space would require an upgraded of the existing central air and heating system. 

CORRESPONDENCE-  Tracy reviewed a copy of the News-Messenger’s online article about the water rate increase. Mr. Dale Briggs of Woodville made reference to leaving the first 1,000 gallon minimum water charges at the rate we currently pay, and then raising the 2,000 gallon minimum to include the new rate. Tracy requested that the matter be turned over to John Courtney for further review.
OLD BUSINESS- NONE
REPORTS

ADMINISTRATIVE & PERSONNEL- Riffle reported that Rickard’s contract has been sent to Kuhlman for finalization.
Riffle reported that no wage increases will be given this year, but a “Bonus” is being considered. 
PUBLIC WORKS & MAINTENANCE – Hathaway – No report.
ENVIRONMENTAL & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT – Karchner questioned if the painting estimates for the Town Hall from last year were still good. Kuhlman suggested that the estimates be redone.
FINANCE – Karchner made a motion to adopt Finance Ordinance #1473 in the amount of $133,316.46. Riffle second. VOTE – Yeas- Karchner, Riffle, Hathaway, Porter, and Tracy. Nays – None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0.
PUBLIC SAFETY- Tate – No report, absent.
RECREATION & PARKS DEVELOPMENT – Porter- No report.
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR – Rickard reported:
· Nature Works 2008- Contractor started gable ends; shelter house is finished and is still working on the rest.

· OSS Solid Waste District- Council approved the $1,500.00 and Kris Gerwin will complete the grant and submit by the June 30th deadline.
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VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR- CONTINUED:

· Safe Routes to School project information has been submitted to ODOT.
· Rehab on Well #8 will begin next week.

· A new controller is on loan for the Pool from Northwest Pools. The estimated cost of a new controller would be $2,550.00 this price would include installation and programming of the controller. Karchner made a motion to allow the purchase of a new controller for the Pool at a cost not to exceed $2,500.00, Hathaway second. VOTE-Yeas-Karchner, Hathaway, Porter, Riffle, and Tracy. Nays-None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 
· 4th of July, Inc. will be responsible to plant the downtown planters, and the new doors that they have purchased for the street garage have been installed.

POLICE DEPARTMENT-
Chief Whitehead informed Council that on June 23rd Auxiliary officers will be positioned at Portage River Road South to assist with traffic as an annual bike tour (GOBA) crosses Route 20.

Citations were up for the month of May. The officer rotation and the state wide “Click-it-or-Ticket” program are the main factors for the increase. 

Chief Whitehead reported that he will be on vacation from June 25th through July 2nd. 
CLERK-TREASURER-Runion presented the following Ordinance’s and Resolution for Councils consideration:
ORDINANCE #12-2009-ADOPTING CODIFIED SECTION 521.15 MANDATING THE REMOVAL OF ANY ANIMAL EXCRETA BY OWNERS ON PUBLIC PROPERTY AND/OR PRIVATE PROPERTY- 3rd- READING.
Riffle made a motion to adopt Ordinance #12-2009, Karchner second. VOTE-Yeas-Riffle, Karchner, Hathaway, Porter, and Tracy. Nays-None. MOTION CARRIED 5-0.
ORDINANCE #15-2009- MODIFYING THE WATER RATES OF THE VILLAGE OF WOODVILLE, SANDUSKY COUNTY, OHIO AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY- 2nd - READING.

Runion reported that the 4th of July, Inc. committee purchased a new sound system with speakers for the pool. 

MAYOR’S REPORT- No report.
Council President Ty Tracy adjourned the meeting at 8:35p.m.
____________________________                               _____________________
Clerk/Treasurer Barbara J. Runion                               Council President, Ty Tracy                     
